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Every Christian Needs to be Active in a Church

Having, therefore, brethren, boldness for the entrance into the holy places, in the blood of Jesus ...
may we consider “one another” to provoke to love and to good works.

Hebrews 10:19-24 (YLT)

Dwight
i walked the streets of his
1) Chicago neighborhood to
| meet people. He befriended
" ' many people, including a
J l prominent businessman

Moody often

who claimed to be a follow-
er of Jesus but saw no need
K to be active in a church.
Qg,{fﬁb Moody invited this man to
. dinner in his home. After
they ate, they sat and conversed in front of
the fireplace — the only source of heat for the
room. In the course of the conversation the
businessman repeated his position that he
saw no need as a Christian to be active in a
church. Moody stood up, walked to the fire-
place, picked up a poker and deftly dislodged
an ember from the front log, guiding it to the
far front corner of the hearth. Both men
watched it get cold and black in less than
five minutes. When Moody caught his
friend’s eyes, his friend said, “Don’t say a
word.” The next Sunday the businessman
came to church and was soon involved in
many ministries of the church.

Rev. Gary Kiontke

There are many “one another” phrases in
the Gospels and New Testament. In his 2013
book, “What Matters Most: Seven Values
for Every Church in Every Culture at Every
Time,” my friend Joseph Caradmone lists
thirty-seven passages in his fifth chapter enti-
tled, “Encourage One Another through Fel-
lowship and Community.” I will list ten.

Jesus began with, “A new command I
am giving to y’all, that y’all may love one
another, just as I have loved y’all, so also
y’all indeed may love one another” (John
13:34). This is powerful and new because it
was impossible until Jesus laid down His life
for His disciples out of His love for them.
What He says here is that whoever can com-
prehend what Jesus did for him or her on The
Cross, as a result of that understanding, the
person will be able to love other followers of
Jesus sacrificially, willing to lay down her or
his life for another disciple of Jesus.

Here are nine reasons why Christians
should be part of a community of believers in

order to truly follow Jesus. “Brothers, I am
persuaded that you yourselves are able to
admonish and exhort one another” (Romans
15:14). “Y’all must be kind to one another,
tenderhearted” (Ephesians 4:32); “Y’all are
being submitted to one another in the fear of
Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). “Y’all must en-
courage one another” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
“Y’all must love one another with a pure
heart” (1 Peter 1:22); “Being hospitable to
one another without complaining” (1 Peter
4:8); “And all to one another, y’all must be
clothed in humility” (1 Peter 5:5). “If in the
light we are walking ... fellowship we are
having with one another and the blood of
Jesus ... is cleansing us from all sins” (1
John 1:7); “Beloved, may we love one an-
other because love is from God, and each
one loving had been born of God and is
knowing God” (1 John 4:7).

The majority of people living in our
country today feel hopeless and estranged.
Furthermore, most people have lost confi-
dence in leaders and institutions to fix the
deep divisions in our country. But, what if
these discouraged people could see Chris-
tians sacrificially loving one another in pub-
lic, not behind the closed doors of a church
building? What if they witnessed a diverse
group of people enjoying God’s love of them
in Jesus in humility to one another and oth-
ers? If enough churches had people who all
lived like this every day, wherever they are
and with everyone they meet, people would
notice. They may even ask these church
members how and why they act the way they
do (1 Peter 3:13-16). But we must realize
such a witness is not individual, but for every
member of a church, gathering together often
and going out in public together frequently.

The world has changed a lot in the one
hundred fifty years since Dwight Moody was
a pastor in Chicago. But the human heart is
still the same. And the necessity for Chris-
tians to be active in a church that practices
all the “one another” teachings of Jesus in
the Upper Room and the apostles in the New
Testament is more important than ever. We
have become a nation of people who hide
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Every Christian Need to be Active in a Church ( ... continued from page #1 )

behind social media and who only communicate with people
who have similar interests. The world needs to see churches
where the members have different backgrounds and prefer-
ences but still love one another sacrificially, and go out of
their way together to help all people, even those who detest
them.

I have given the basics of why Christians need to be ac-
tive in a local church. I hope people who do not see the ne-
cessity of being active in a church will think about the con-
tent of this article. I would love to receive feedback, both
positive and negative. ~Vy~

Pastor Gary’s First Vacation
Monday, July 15 thru Sunday, July 28

Pastor Gary is taking his first two weeks of vacation from July 15 to 28. He is pleased to announce that Tim Andrews
will preach and lead worship on July 21, and Walter Mutti has agreed to cover July 28.

Sundays in July

We will have Communion on July 7 and 21.

Here are the details on the sermon texts and themes, or who will be the guest preacher, for each of the Lord’s Day worship

services in July:

Sunday | Readings Theme

July 7 Ecclesiastes 1:1-11; Meaning is found by looking “above the sun” to The Son
Luke 12:22-23

July 14 | Ecclesiastes 2:18-3:8; | Wisdom is to enjoy the simple things God gives in life “under the sun”
Luke 16:12-21

July 21 TBA Guest preacher: Tim Andrews

July28 | TBA Guest preacher: Walter Mutti

Missions Report
by Sally Camara

This will be little bits of news about a few of the over-
seas and local workers FCC supports. To start off, we were
blessed to have Steven Sutton, from Water of Life, come and
speak on June 2nd. He shared a message from Philippians
and updated us on the work in Cambodia. Last year, when he
was here, he told us of a vision he had to start an after-school
program in a village that desperately needed one. It had been
on his heart for some time, and he knew of a possible piece of
land available. After much prayer and stepping out, the Lord
has provided the place and the funds to see it through! For
this we are grateful! Please keep this work in prayer as they
move forward in this new project and are also involved in
several other outreaches.

Be in prayer for First Concern and other pregnancy re-
source centers in the state. One million dollars of tax money
has been set aside to run a smear campaign against PRCs in
the state. It is backed by a group called Reproductive Equity

Now, Governor Maura Healey and Senator Elizabeth Warren,
and seeks to expand abortion access. It is a “public educa-
tion” campaign using social media, billboards, radio and
transit to discredit PRCs as using deceptive and dangerous
tactics. On the contrary — PRCs provide no-cost support to
women with planned and unplanned pregnancies. They pro-
vide lab quality pregnancy tests, ultrasound exams, parenting
education, diapers, formula, clothing and consultations with
licensed medical professionals. They also connect women
with agencies that can help them with housing and job train-
ing. It’s hard to believe that pro-life groups that are doing
such a good work of ministering to women in difficult situa-
tions and trying to protect the unborn are being attacked in
this way. Pray for these workers, send a note of encourage-
ment, volunteer or send financial support if the Lord leads
you in that way.

( continued on page 3 ...)
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Missions Report ( ... continued from page #2 )

Lastly, Dave Coles, worker with Beyond, has co-written
a book with Aila Tasse called “Cabbages in the Desert.” It is
the story of Aila’s conversion from Islam to Christianity in
his native Kenya. He went on to develop a DMM (Disciple
Making Movement) reaching out to many unreached people
groups not only in Kenya, but beyond. He discipled converts

to reach out and disciple others — multiplying the Kingdom of
God. The book has many testimonies and biblical principles
that are inspiring and helpful for us, also. If you are interest-
ed in reading it, see either myself or Charlie. We both have
copies that are available. “Vy~

It Just Happens*... “Like a Three-second Bomb™

by Petros

Our last few Bible studies have centered on discussions
on the Bible examples (compiled by Pastor Gary) of angels
appearing as men/humans. In our discussions on Genesis
19:1-25, I got an everlasting impression by my neighbor, who
again presented interesting insight. When she worked as a
teacher, she shared coming across a resource while research-
ing another topic. There were pictorial representations of the
sexually immoral culture, unlike anything to date, when Lot
was living in Sodom. It explained the demands of the crowd
to have sex with Lot's visitors whom Lot recognized as spir-
itual beings. I think the powers of darkness, who are with all
who are not in the fear of God, felt the angels’ presence and
wanted to ridicule them in the worst way (since they appeared
in bodies of human men). During the days of Sodom and
Gomorrah the citizens turned to unimaginable perversion
after giving up on the Creator. They were toast after God's
wrath of fire.

It's hard to imagine a culture where giving up virgin
daughters is any kind of restitution. They seem so far re-
moved from today's immorality. It Just Happens*... Earlier
this year, Linda and I took in the Boston's Auschwitz Exhibi-
tion. It was startling to learn how fragile life can be. Adolf
Hitler was a real lovable mill worker that fought for the mill
workers. He was a local hero and respected by all. As he
came into more power his mindset and ideals were more
feared than respected. But because Hitler “said it,” a large
number of faithful followers and country men were given
voices to act on their age-old hostility towards Jews. It's un-
thinkable what our microwave society will face, in the hands
of the rich and powerful, when they sell modern racism and
nationalism.

From my Zondervan Life Application Study Bible's
Chronology of Bible events and World events. They list Cre-
ation and Noah's Ark as undated. Then the events during the
2,500 years before Jesus Christ appeared on earth (BC).
There are important discoveries and tools made by man.
Governments and kingdoms come and go along with wise
and not so wise people. All the happenings and events that
shape the world we live in today. Our calendar year 2024
AD (“in the year of our Lord” Jesus Christ); just a little over
80 generations. But in time things change quickly. I didn't
revolt in my lifetime about whites telling blacks what they
could or could not do, with severe consequences, because that
wasn't happening in my hometown. And I'm pretty sure

blacks were being sold as property. The genocide of six mil-
lion of the Jewish population by deportations from all over
Europe to Auschwitz, and other concentration camps, was
happening less than ten years before I was born. We were
sitting around coffee the other day talking about how differ-
ent things are today. How, as kids, we all knew to be home
by dark, and parents were not fearing about the safety of kids
out alone. Time is like a three-second count on a bomb that
becomes a dud. It may fly out the window so fast you don't
know where it went; or it can be like eternity and your whole
life flashes before you in slow motion.

It Just Happens*... lately, I've heard a lot of preaching
on building a house of praise on a rock foundation — the Rock
of Jesus. As most of you know, my heart just about skips a
beat when mentioned. And most people that I share my
House of Praise and Worship hope with, get excited. And
that just gets me more excited. Reflecting thus far, I pointed
out the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah turned to unimagi-
nable perversion after giving up on the Creator. They were
toast after God's wrath of fire. Let him without sin throw the
first match. You feeling the heat. It's real and it's burning ...
like a three-second bomb. Then the Hitler was a “nice guy.”
It's unthinkable to be living in the most powerful and wealthi-
est country in the world, yet our lifestyles are at stake by one
rich or powerful wacko holding all the cards. Yeah ... like a
three-second bomb. And the last point was how time is so
quick with change. Here now — gone in three seconds.

“Now” is the time to praise Him! “Now” is the time to
worship our awesome Father in Heaven, who gave His Crea-
tion Heaven on earth and every opportunity to come to him.
If you're fortunate enough to read this, your sin and mine
hasn't been given the three-second bomb. We need to change
what we've been doing before we get to the three-second
bomb. Read the Word, join a Bible study, have living room
church, or reach out to someone in need. Be filled with the
Joy and Love of God. Sing it out, now. You have a solid
rock foundation with faith in Jesus. Look for opportunities
that the Holy Spirit is pointing to. Don't make excuses. Do it
now. Now or never. Now is better than never. No regrets.
We are all under the same God who wants to be our God. He
won't hold the train forever. All aboard the praise train, now.
Time is ticking. You're either with Him or against Him. He
can replace the things you hold so high with eternal treasures.
Praise Him, now. Be a joyful sound in His ears. We don't

( continued on page 4 ...)
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It Just Happens*...

( ... continued from page #3 )

need to have a barn to praise and sing joyfully. Praise Him,
now.

“It Just Happens*...” on June 4, 2024, I received my Per-
mit to build a foundation for my “addition.” The Barn/House
of Praise and Worship “addition’s” foundation is based on
Psalm 150:6 (the address is 156 Main St.). The Building
Permit is ready to be issued once the foundation is approved.
“It Just Happens*...” the first foundation contractor showed
his wisdom (and won my heart) by pointing to the side that
would be holding back the ten-foot-high hill, and indicated
that it should be two feet thick, with J-bars, etc. Same, as
well, with the house side wall. Seems wise to build a House
of Praise on a solid rock foundation while leaning on Jesus.

Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary, Praise
Him in His mighty expanse. Praise Him for His mighty
deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.

Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and
Iyre. Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with
stringed instruments and pipe. Praise Him with loud cym-
bals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything
that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD! Psalm
150:1-6 (NASB 1995).

2

Author’s note: This article’s title “It Just Happens*...
counters the cliché ... things just don't happen. “It” will
stand for the world view one chooses to abide in. “Just” is
the character of the God who wants to be our God. He has
made us in His image — righteous; by faith in God.
“Happens” will be the events and experiences God uses to
grow our faith. All things work for the glory of God. When
we turn from our ways and we look to God and live His
Word - His plan for us unfolds. ~Vy~

Movie Night
Friday, July 26 at 7:00 PM

ways free of charge.

We show a movie once each month, in Fellowship Hall, usually on the fourth Friday. The movies
shown in the past have covered a range of genres, and were usually thought provoking.

We are able to show these movies based on the church’s CVLI® license. However, this license does
not allow us to advertise or publicize the names of these movies to the general public, and they are al-

We usually have free snacks available, and you are also welcome to bring your own meal, if you wish. So, please join us for

a night out at the movies!
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JULY

2024

SUN

7 Communion
Sunday (Note #1)

14 FCC Worship;
Coffee Hour after
Worship (Note #2)

21 Communion
Sunday with Guest
Preacher (Note #4)

28 Guest Preacher;
Coffee Hour; Last
day of Pastor Gary’s
vacation (Note #6)

MON

15 Pastor Gary’s
first vacation be-
gins (Note #3)

22

29 August “Vestry

Voices” Articles
Due (Note #7)

TUE

16

23

30

WED

3 (1D

10 (1)

24

31 (11)

THU

4

Independence Day

11 (**)

18

25

FRI

12

19

26 Movie Night
(Note #5)

SAT

13

20

27

Calendar Notes:
#1) 7/7 — Communion Sunday: 10:27 AM.

#2) 7/14 — FCC Worship:

#3) 7/15 — Pastor Gary’s first vacation begins.

#4) 7/21 — Communion Sunday (Tim Andrews preaches and leads wo :;.Elp)

10:27 AM. ALSO: Coffee Hour after Wbrshlp

#5) 7/26 — Movie Night — in Fellowship Hall: 7:00 PM

#6) 7/28 — FCC Worship (Walter Mutti preaches and leads worship): &Q
ALSO: Last day of Pastor Gary’s first vacation.

#7) 7/29 — Articles are due for the August issue of “Vestry Voices” (for assembly/mall -out on August 30).

(1) Wednesday Bible Study:

11:00 AM (but NOT on 7/17 or 7/24) (in FCC Parlor)::
(**) Thursday Prayer: 3:00 PM (but ONLY on 7/11) (in FCC Parlor).

:27 A% ALSO: Coffee Hour after Worship.
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