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Comments on “The Great Commission”’

... having gone, then,
disciple all the nations,
(baptizing them -- to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all, whatever I did command you,)
and lo, I am with you all the days -- till the full end of the age.

Matthew 28:19-20 (YLT)

Most church going
Christians heard the above
passage soon after they
began to regularly attend a
© church. They were told
} l this passage is called “The

Great Commission.” Of-
- ten, the emphasis of the
Rev. Gary Kiontke  yreaching or teaching of
G Sy “The Great Commission”
A% interpreted the first verb as
a command. Jesus commanded His disciples
to go to all nations. Indeed, most translations
support the understanding that “go” is a com-
mand. However, there is only one command
in this passage: you all must make disciples
of all nations.

So, this leads to at least three questions.
Who are the people Jesus wants to obey His
command, and who should they be making to
become His disciples? Where are these peo-
ple who must obey the command? And how
do they make disciples of people in all na-
tions? The answer is found in the three sup-
porting verbs that are in the form of modify-
ing (or explaining) participles, and in the
final promise of Jesus.

Both the command and the participles
are plural. This means every follower-
disciple of Jesus must be obeying His com-
mand to make disciples from all nations. So,
the obedience must be done for the most part
by teams, not individuals.

They must make disciples with their
brothers and sisters in Christ in the local
church where they are members. And they
must make disciples of their neighbors where
God has placed them. The verb for “go” is
an aorist passive participle. Aorist partici-
ples describe something that happened be-
fore the time of the main verb. So, Young
correctly translated the verb “having gone.”
This is an important concept in our increas-
ingly mobile society. Very few of us live
within twenty miles of where we were born.
So, wherever we are now is a place we have

come to, either recently or some time ago.
The passive verb indicates that wherever we
are now was directed by God, even if we
were not aware of this. Jesus is telling all
His follower-disciples that right now, they
must be obeying His command to make dis-
ciples of their neighbors wherever they may
be because He put them there at this time.
However, this understanding in no way lim-
its the freedom of God to specially call some
people to go far from home to make disci-
ples. We must also understand no one is
excused from the command of making disci-
ples.

But since the participle is plural, we
must also understand it is expected Jesus'
follower-disciples will work with one or
more other follower-disciples to witness to
their neighbors to make disciples. This wit-
ness should include who Jesus is and what
He has done for them, to them, and through
them. Jesus often sent His followers out
two-by-two. From the book of Acts and his
letters, we learn Paul had over forty named
co-workers in his church planting, disciple-
making ministry.

The verb for baptizing is a present active
participle. This means that if, after witness-
ing to a neighbor, that neighbor expresses a
desire to know Jesus better, the neighbor
should be told something like this: People
must approach Jesus in humble faith; they
must confess to Jesus their need for His for-
giveness. Then they must believe He will
forgive their sins of commission and omis-
sion they confess to Him. Jesus' follower-
disciples may then tell their neighbor who
does all this that he or she is now adopted
into God’s family as Jesus' brother or sister.
This is the beginning of a new life for the
neighbor. When this happens, the neighbor
is ready to be baptized into God’s family.

After being baptized into God’s family,
the neighbor is ready to receive the third par-
ticiple from Jesus' follower-disciples. The
neighbor must be taught by God’s people to

( continued on page 2 ...)
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Comments on “The Great Commission’ (... continued from page #1 )

obey Jesus and all He commanded His apostles. The neigh-
bor should have been told before baptism that learning to
obey all Jesus taught will be a life-long process. No one who
is baptized into Jesus' Church should ever feel like a “bait and
switch” target who was never told that the other side of the
trust coin is obedience.

Finally, this is hard for follower-disciples of Jesus; and,
if we are honest, most of us do not witness enough, or at all,
to our neighbors where God has placed us, about who Jesus is
and what He has done for us, to us, and through us. So, Jesus

gave a promise to always be with all His follower-disciples to
help them, if they are willing and ask Him.

I hope everyone reading this will be encouraged to know
what Jesus meant for all His people to do, to participate in
“The Great Commission” where they are now. And they
have been helped to understand better what this involves in
terms of witness and follow-up teaching. Finally, because
Jesus knew this would be hard for all of us, He promised His
presence to help us with all we need to obey Him. “Vv~

Sundays in October

We will have Communion on October 5 and 19.

Here are the details on the sermon texts and themes for each of the worship services on the Lord’s Day:

Sunday Readings Theme / Title
October 5 1 Samuel 17:1-24; Continual fear of man is a sin
Isaiah 51:7-13 The salvation of the Covenant God overcomes the fear of man

October 12 | 1 Samuel 17:25-37; | Trust God in everyday life
Matthew 25:19-29 Those faithful in a little will be set over much

October 19 | 1 Samuel 17:38-50; | God’s weapons are greater than man’s
Ephesians 6:10-18 The adversary is overcome by faith through the Word and prayer

October 26 | TBA Guest preacher: Walter Mutti

Pastor Gary will be on vacation from October 25 through October 31. See the vacation article on page 4.

Missions Report
By Sally Camara

Sunday, November 2, 2025, and throughout the month of
November, is designated as International Day of Prayer for
persecuted Christians. Believers around the world will join in
prayer for our brothers and sisters who serve Christ and pro-
claim the gospel in hostile areas and restricted nations. There
will be a bulletin insert the Sunday before, from VOM -
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS in our church bulletin concern-
ing this.

Here is one example of persecution that is happening in
Colombia. In 2022, Gustavo Petro, a former member of the
Marxist group M-19 was elected president. He pledged true
and definitive peace to every corner of Colombia. Unfortu-
nately, his actions have proved otherwise. His efforts have
benefited guerrilla activity by his reducing of the country’s
military presence in “red zones.” Guerrilla forces have
moved in and taken over these areas. They have come up
with new tactics to recruit young people by distributing “care
packs” to students which contain Marxist literature. This is a
counterfeit of what Christians have been doing with back-
packs and Bibles. There is increased persecution of pastors

and Christian workers. They threaten to kidnap children and
demand ransoms. Christian workers are targeted because
they share the gospel message, and when people come to
Christ, they no longer will work for the drug trade - angering
the guerrillas. Isabella, one of the pastors’ wives, was held at
gunpoint. The guerrilla commander tried to shoot her multi-
ple times, but his gun malfunctioned. While he was arrested
and detained, the charges have been dropped. He is now
back in their neighborhood. You can imagine Isabella’s fear.
Yet, even as pastors and church leaders face increasing perse-
cution, they remain undeterred in their commitment to spread
the gospel in Colombia’s “red zones.” Isabella’s husband,
Luis, states that he will be there until God calls him else-
where.

You can get involved, first by praying:
1. That their faith will not falter in the face of threats.

2. That God will give them wisdom.

3. That their faithful witness to Christ will help lead their
persecutors to faith in Him. (cont. on page 3 ...)
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Missions Report

( ... continued from page #2 )

FCC is a financial supporter of VOM. Gifts help persecuted Christians know that they are not alone ... that the global body
of Christ is encouraging them. Gifts provide medical care, temporary shelter, food or other unique needs.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:10-12 ~Vv~

It Just Happens*... “A Time to Pray”
By Petros

As part of the First Congregational Centennial Celebra-
tion, the concept of prayer hands with the tower clock face in
the background was created as a reminder that anytime and
every time is a good time to pray ... “A Time to Pray.” Last
week, a 12-hour prayer vigil was held by the Church of the
Nazarene, the Haitian church using our First Congregational
Church building. The lives of legal immigrants have been
seriously uprooted. Many innocent families are living in fear
and suffering in America, and don’t know what to expect in
the next moment. Cities and states are pushing back on the
current Administration sending out National Guard troops.
Recently, there were daily shootings in churches, schools,
and just about anywhere. Even today, at the Clinton Middle
School, a 13-year-old girl was arrested on making media
threats with a weapon. The FBI informed the Clinton Police;
and with the IP address, locations were discovered, and any
further casualty was prevented. I can’t even imagine what
heartaches and challenges the affected people are dealing
with. Or sad to admit — it is easier not to think too hard on it.
Itis “A Time to Pray.”

“It Just Happens ...” I was at the annual Lowell mud and
river cycling event, watching engineering designs waddle
through the mud. There were designs with two to four ped-
dlers, where working together got them through the brown
goop. Then there were the single peddlers trying so hard to
move their design in the mud; my heart went out to them. It
saddened my heart to see such effort. All alone and going
nowhere fast. They reminded me of the many people deter-
mined to do it on their own; unaware of the path and help
God offers. Itisa “A Time to Pray.”

“It Just Happens ...” in a recent sermon, my note reads:
We must seek to discover our role in God’s Kingdom and
then pray to always fulfill our role. Itis “A Time to Pray.”

2

“It Just Happens ...” Recently, I’ve shared this verse
with several, including in last month’s “Vestry Voices” news-
letter: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in all things,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your mind in Je-
sus” (Philippians 4:5-7). “Keep noble thoughts in your mind,
thoughts that are true, right, pure, lovely and praisewor-
thy” (v. 8). In our broken world, which will continue to de-
cay, it is easy to despair and feel there is nothing we can do.

But if we live on the sunny side, others will see the peace and
joy Jesus gives. We are to be the light on the hill that gives
hope to the hopeless. Itis “A Time to Pray.”

Our Guest Pastor, Tim Andrews, on Sunday, September
28, preached on “What kind of neighbor am 1?” (from Luke
10:25-37). His prelude, “How do I enter the Kingdom?” was
explained by clarifying that it is not by following require-
ments, but by Faith; not by religious obligations, but “soul-y”
by loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
Also, loving thy neighbor. And being careful of the sin of
omission versus commission. My take-aways, as he ex-
plained the “good” Samaritan’s behavior, were the time (one
day) and expense (two-days wages) that was “given” to help.
And: Jesus willing to empty Himself for others. From my
NIV Study bible references: “... lack of love is often easy to
justify ... never right ... any race in need ... is to be loved ...
by meeting their needs.”

“It Just Happens ...” A few days prior, I came out of a
dilated eye exam and let the couple pass before me. It be-
came obvious, the son was cussing out his mother for not
going to the grocery store because he had no money. It was
brutal to watch. I felt like I could give them the twenty dol-
lars I had. But then what would he buy? And it didn’t seem
to be enough. In hindsight, I needed to spend some time talk-
ing and understanding their situation, and then helping them
in their need, even if it would take some time. After all,
“Jesus (was) willing to empty Himself for others.” A lesson
learned, and hopefully I will be willing to love my neighbor
and meet their needs. There are a lot of neighbors to love. It
is “A Time to Pray.”

PTL!!! “Unless the LORD builds the house, its build-
ers labor uselessly.” Psalm 127:1

Author’s note: This article’s title “It Just Happens*...”
counters the cliché ... things just don't happen. “It” will
stand for the world view one chooses to abide in. “Just” is
the character of the God who wants to be our God. He has
made us in His image - righteous; by faith in God.
“Happens” will be the events and experiences God uses to
grow our faith. All things work for the glory of God. When
we turn from our ways and we look to God and live His
Word — His plan for us unfolds. “Vv~
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Movie Night
Special Night: Friday, October 17 at 7:00 PM

We show a movie once each month, in Fellowship Hall, usually on the fourth
Friday (third Friday, this month). The movies shown in the past have covered a
range of genres, and were usually thought provoking.

We are able to show these movies based on the church’s CVLI® license.
However, this license does not allow us to advertise or publicize the names of
these movies to the general public, and they are always free of charge.

We usually have free snacks available, and you are also welcome to bring
your own meal, if you wish.

So, please join us for a night out at the movies!

FCC Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 19 at Noon

e

Per the church bylaws, the Annual meeting will be in the downstairs fellowship hall after morning worship on Sunday, Octo-
ber 19 (the third Sunday of the month) at noon.

Those who have annual reports to submit should have them on the table in the copier room by Friday, October 17.

November “Vestry Voices” Articles
Due Monday, October 20

Due to Pastor Gary’s upcoming family vacation (see article below), all articles for the November
issue of the “Vestry Voices” newsletter are due on Monday, October 20.

The newsletters will be copied and assembled on Tuesday, October 21.

b

They will then be held for mailing right after October 26’s Sunday service, ensuring that they are
received before the November 2 Sunday service.

Pastor Gary’s Vacation
October 25 through October 31

Pastor Gary and his family will vacation in Maine from Saturday, October 25 through Friday, October 31.

Walter Mutti will lead worship and preach on October 26.

§ %!ﬁ
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OCTOBER 2025

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
28 29 30 1 (1) 2 (**) 3 4
5 Communion 6 7 8 (1) 9 (**) 10 11
Sunday (Note #1)
12 FCC Worship; |13 14 15 (11) 16 (**) 17 Annual Meeting | 18
Coffee Hour after Reports Due; Movie
Worship (Note #2) Night (Note #3)
19 Communion 20 November 21 22 (11) 23 (**) 24 25 Pastor Gary’s
Sunday; ANNUAL “Vestry Voices” vacation begins
CHURCH MEETING | Articles Due (Note (Note #6)
(Note #4) #5)
26 Guest Preach- |27 28 29 30 31 Last day of 1
er; Coffee Hour Pastor Gary’s vaca-
after Worship tion (Note #8)
(Note #7)
Calendar Notes: L
#1) 10/5 — Communion Sunday: 10:27 AM. =

#2) 10/12 — FCC Worship: 10:27 AM. ALSO: Coffee Hour/FeIIowsﬁlp after)
pler
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#3) 10/17 — Annual Meeting reports are due (place on the table in J;he
ALSO: Movie Night — in Fellowship Hall: 7:00 PM.
#4) 10/19 — Communion Sunday:
#5) 10/20 — Articles are due for the November issue of “Vestry Voices?/{
#6) 10/25 — Pastor Gary’s vacation begins.
#7) 10/26 — FCC Worship with Guest Preacher Walter Mutti:
#8) 10/31 — Last day of Pastor Gary’s vacation. ; E;

(1) Wednesday Bible Study: 11:00 AM (but not on 10/29) (in FCC PdrTor)

W

(**) Thursday Prayer: 3:00 PM (but not on 10/30) (in FCC Parlor). -

10:27 AM. ALSO: Coffee Hour/Fellowship after Worship.
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