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complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind

Philippians 2:2 (RSV)

On the third Sunday of

.| Advent the Church re-
# 1) members the joy Jesus
4| brought in His first advent
" (coming) and looks for-

‘ I ward to the fullness of joy

all disciples of Jesus
Rev. Gary Kionc through the ages will expe-
v Ay HONe  rience at His second ad-
Scj~>%  vent (coming). The cove-
i nant God, Yahweh, prom-
ised through the prophet Isaiah that when His
remnant returned from the Babylonian cap-
tivity they would sing with everlasting joy
(Tasiah 35:10). On the birth of the Savior, an
angel announced His birth to Shepherds that
the good news of the baby who was born
would be great joy to all people (Luke 2:8-
12). Jesus Himself told His disciples at His
last Passover with them that, after the Cross,
His joy would be in them and their joy would
be complete (John 15:9-11). Soon after this
as Jesus prayed to His Father, He asked that
His disciples may have the full measure of
His joy in them (John 17:13). Finally, the
great multitude of people in heaven will re-
joice at the great Wedding Feast of the Lamb
(Revelation 19:1-10). This brief survey of
Scripture shows that joy is in Jesus Christ.
Furthermore, joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit
Jesus has sent to be in all who are His people
through humble, child-like faith in Him
(Galatians 5:22-23).

I chose the lead Scripture for this article
based on what I learned from my seminary
class that studied the book of Philippians.
Our first assignment before our first class
was to slowly read the whole book in English
in one sitting three times in three different
translations and come up with a single theme
for the book. As I will soon explain, I came
up with unity in Christ over the traditional
theme of joy. At the first class, our little
group of four friends was divided two to two
between joy and unity. When the teacher
polled the class, joy was chosen over unity
by one vote: thirteen to twelve. The teacher
then told us this was her fifteenth time to
teach the book, and as she went over her
notes from previous classes, she found that
seven times she had chosen joy and seven

times unity. She had not yet decided what
she would choose for this class. Some of us
raised our hands to suggest that a better sum-
mary of what God is trying to teach His peo-
ple with this book was along the lines of the
title of this article. Joy is a gift of God in
Jesus, but it can only be maintained when all
of the members of a church humble them-
selves to fully submit to God in Jesus to be
one with each other through the sacrificial
love of Jesus that He gives to His people.

People all have different ways of think-
ing, different causes that arouse their pas-
sions, different skills, talents, gifts and per-
sonalities; and, different strengths and weak-
nesses. Each person is a distinct individual.
But, God wants all His people to agree on the
central truths of the gospel and what Jesus
wants His Church to do. And, there are
many tasks Jesus has delegated to His
Church. Different local churches will em-
phasize different tasks more than others; and,
different members within a local church will
have different ways of ranking the priorities
of their local church. The most important
thing to maintain unity and joy is to respect
one another and to create teams to focus on
the tasks that are important to them. Many
times, the teams will work together as one to
help their neighbors.

Here are some characteristics of Philip-
pians that support unity as a top church prior-
ity. Six times in the first two chapters, the
RSV has Paul writing “you all.” As I was
doing my pre-course reading, I jokingly
called Philippians a “southern” letter written
to a church in northern Greece! Paul says he
wants to continue with all of them (rather
than departing to be with the Lord) for the
sake of all of them so they make progress
and have joy in their faith (1:20-25). In other
words, as they progress together, united in
their faith in Jesus, they will have joy.

In the second chapter, Paul exhorts them
to have the same mind and the same love so
he will have complete joy because of them
(see the lead verse). He goes on to ask them
to all have the same mind among themselves
as Jesus Christ. He then commands them to

( continued on page 2 ... )
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Joy Comes from Unity in the Church
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be blameless and pure children of God so that even if he
should die a sacrificial death, he can rejoice with “you
all” (2:1-17).

Also, in this letter, he praises members of the church who
have travelled and ministered with him, including Epaphrodi-
tus, who almost died. Paul said Epaphroditus longed for “you
all” because he heard they were concerned and distressed for
him (2:25-30).

Negatively, he commands two women who were threat-
ening to disrupt the church from standing firm (as one in the
Lord) that they must have the same mind (on the essentials of
the faith) to maintain the unity in the church of Philippi (4:1-

3). Then they would all be able to rejoice in the Lord and be
thankful so their prayers would be answered; and, they would
think on all that is good. Then, the God of peace would be
with them all (4:4-9).

Putting it all together, I think that it is safe to say that the
letter to the churches in Philippi exhorts all believers in Jesus
Christ who want to experience the joy of the Lord that they
must pray and work to do their part in maintaining the unity
of the Spirit in their local church.

I pray this will give all of us something to meditate on
for Advent 2025. "Vv~

Worship in December

We will have Communion on December 7 and 21.

Our Candlelight Service will be Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 PM in the downstairs fellowship hall, livestreamed on
Facebook, with the members of the Haitian Church of the Nazarene invited to join us (see article on page 4).

Here are the details on the sermon texts and themes for each worship service in December:

Date Scripture Themes / Titles
December 7 1 Samuel 19:11-24; | The Holy Spirit can overcome men bent on evil
Psalm 35:1-6 David asks Yahweh to pursue those pursuing him

December 14

1 Samuel 20:1-23;
Psalm 103:17-19

God delights when His people pledge mutual kindness throughout generations
Yahweh loves those who obey Him in faith from generation to generation

Proverbs 17:17

December 21 1 John 4:7-20; Because of Jesus’ sacrificial love, we can love
Psalm 65:1-5 God covers the transgressions of all who pray in faith
December 24 | Matthew 1:18-2:11;
Isaiah 7:10-23; The birth of Jesus fulfilled centuries old prophecies
Micah 5:2-5a
December 28 | 1 Samuel 20:24-42; | Friendships survive forced separations

Friends always love, even in adversity

Missions Report
By Sally Camara

Among the missions that FCC supports is the Montachu-
sett Salvation Army. They provide various services, such as
giving Christmas toys to children, meals for hungry people,
social services, assistance to seniors, youth programs, disaster
relief and housing assistance.

Here is an interesting history on how the Red Kettle
came to be. Army Captain Joseph McFee, in 1891, had a
vision to feed Christmas dinner to 1,000 homeless and hungry
people in San Francisco. His one challenge was how to pay
for it. After much prayer, he remembered the “Simpson’s
Pot” from back home in Liverpool England. It was a large

iron kettle into which passersby would throw their spare
change to help those in need.

He set up a similar pot on Market Street, in San Francis-
co, with a sign that read, “Keep the Pot Boiling.” Soon, San
Franciscans began dropping spare change into Captain
McFee’s donation pot. Enough money was collected by the
end of the day to fund his Christmas feast.

AND SO THE RED KETTLE WAS BORN!

Did you know the famous Christmas Carol “Silver Bells”
was inspired by the ringing bells of Salvation Army volun-
( continued on page 3 ...)
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teers at the Christmas Season? And did you know that our
own Dorice Bowman (now gone on to be with the Lord) was
the local coordinator of the Red Kettle right here in Clinton?
She recruited volunteers, made their schedules, counted and
deposited the donations, and was a bell ringer herself! So,
when you pass the Red Kettle this Christmas Season, be gen-

erous, if possible, and think of all the good that will come
from the combined gifts.

“Never forget to show kindness, and to share what you
have with others; for such are the sacrifices which God ap-
proves.” Hebrews 13:16. NEB ~Vy~

It Just Happens®*... “A Beautiful Woman Goes Home”
By Petros

On November 1, 2025, with the sun shining on her face
as she slept comfortably in her bed, I believe she took one last
look around and sensed everything was alright. Mar K Wong
went home with a twinkle in her eye. She had peace, her sins
were forgiven, and her life was a reflection of the Father’s
Love.

Relatives near and far had come to visit for the last time.
Her Day Care staff loved her, along with the Hospice nurses
from five years ago; and the Hospice intake nurse, the day
before she passed. Everyone commented on what a beautiful
lady she was. It was quite astounding how everyone who
approached her would admire her smile, playful wit or any of
her many positive attributes. Even comments on her radiant
skin. After hearing all the wonderful stories of her courage,
prowess and determination throughout her life, it dawned on
me she lived a “heaven on earth” way of life.

When she had to leave her school friends and ambitions
for a pre-arranged marriage, to a home where the farm ani-
mals lived in the same space as the people, Mar decided it
was better to end her life by hanging. The rope was too long
and/or the stool was too short. Like a divine intervention,
Mar developed a faith that delivered her through that bad de-
cision and more tough times than I will ever know.

At an early age, she developed a Faith that provided reas-
surance and a peace beyond what we can comprehend. Her
peace and kindness prevailed, while always working hard
with very little complaining, and feeding everyone. I don’t
remember a time when my mother talked badly about anyone.
When Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth as a man, He
claimed to bring “Heaven on earth” for all. My mother’s life
reflected having “Heaven on earth.” She had a Faith that
gave hope where there was no hope. A gratefulness in life
and the ability to see the beauty of God’s creation. My moth-
er’s Faith is an example of how God moves in mysterious
ways.

Mar did not have time for religion while raising her fami-
ly. We seemed to be always working. But her Faith allowed
her to walk the Path chosen for her. It wasn’t until the last
couple years that our cousin Yim Tang had a heart to share
the Gospel — the Good News story — with Mom. She would
come over often, from Boston, to share the Love of God for
all His creation. My mom would read the verses in Chinese,

and they would pray for understanding. I am so grateful to
Yim Tang; recently, after their reading, Mom was baptized
by water, symbolic of washing away our sins by the love of
Jesus on the cross. When I opened my eyes, mom had tear-
filled eyes and open palms to heaven, where she is now able
to walk, eat and drink, forever.

However, for us who are left behind, Mar wants nothing
more than for all her loved ones to join her in eternity. We
are left behind in our microwave society where instant gratifi-
cation is king. But the real King has given us an instant pas-
sage to Paradise.

There are two bad guys hanging on their crosses to pay
the price for their crimes. Jesus is on His cross with the
words, “Jesus...King of the Jews.” Bad guy is badmouthing
Jesus and doesn’t believe Jesus is a King because he isn’t
saving himself.

“Good” bad guy says to bad guy, “Aren’t you afraid to
die? We deserve punishment for what we did but Jesus is
innocent.”

“Good” bad guy turns to Jesus, “Remember me when
you come into your kingdom.”

Jesus says to “good” bad guy, “Truly, I say to you, today
you will be with me in paradise.”

The point of story is, Jesus makes a promise to all who
believe in Him. There will be a home in Heaven, forever, for
all who follow Jesus. May the words to “good” bad guy ring
forever for everyone. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be
with me and in paradise.”

“It Just Happens*..” 1 heard the Spanish Church’s
praise music and went upstairs to investigate. I exchanged
glances and smiles with some near the back. And then, I be-
came so moved by the praise that I went to the back and was
dancing in the Spirit with my eyes closed and hand raised. I
received a healing that showed me the fullness of God’s hand
on Mar’s life to the day He took her home. I was spared the
void of a missing loved one, because God made her life com-
plete. And the blessings are to continue!

PTL!!! “Unless the LORD builds the house, its build-
ers labor uselessly.” Psalm 127:1

( continued on page 4 ...)
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It ]ust Happens*. oo ( ... continued from page #3 )

Author’s note: This article’s title “It Just Happens*...” the events and experiences God uses to grow our faith. All
counters the cliché ... things just don't happen. “It” will stand things work for the glory of God. When we turn from our
for the world view one chooses to abide in. “Just” is the char- ways and we look to God and live His Word — His plan for us
acter of the God who wants to be our God. He has made us in unfolds. “Vv~

His image — righteous; by faith in God. “Happens” will be

Movie Night
Friday, December 19 at 7:00 PM

We show a movie once each month, in Fellowship Hall, usually on the fourth Friday (third Friday, this month). The movies
shown in the past have covered a range of genres, and were usually thought provoking.

We are able to show these movies based on the church’s CVLI® license. However, this license does not allow us to adver-
tise or publicize the names of these movies to the general public, and they are always free of charge.

We usually have free snacks available, and you are also welcome to bring your own meal, if you wish.

So, please join us for a night out at the movies!

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with the Haitian Church
Downstairs in Fellowship Hall

We will have our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service downstairs this year. Some members of the Haitian church
do not consider Christmas Eve worship to be essential; but, I am assured that many will accept our invitation to join
us in our worship service.

We will sing one or two Haitian Christmas songs as well as our traditional carols. I will bring a message about
how the incarnation was “hidden” in some eighth-century-before-Bethlehem prophecies; and, how the virgin birth of
Jesus in Bethlehem is the ultimate fulfillment of these prophecies.
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
30 1 2 3 4 (**) 5 6
7 Communion 8 9 10 (11) 11 (**) 12 13
Sunday; Advent #2
(Note #1)
14 FCC Worship; 15 16 17 (11) 18 (**) 19 Movie Night 20
Advent #3; Coffee (Note #3)
Hour after Worship
(Note #2)
21 Communion 22 23 24 Christmas Eve |25 Christmas Day |26 27
Sunday; Advent #4 Candlelight Service
(Note #4) (Note #5)
28 FCC Worship; 29 January “Vestry |30 31 1 New Year's Day |2 3

Coffee Hour after
Worship (Note #6)

Voices” Articles
Due (Note #7)

Calendar Notes:

#1) 12/7 — Communion and Second Sunday of Advent: 10:27 AM. =
#2) 12/14 — FCC Worship and Third Sunday of Advent: 10:27 AM.

#3) 12/19 — Movie Night — in Fellowship Hall: 7:00 PM.
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#4) 12/21 — Communion and Fourth Sunday of Advent: 10:277AM.
#5) 12/24 — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with the Haitiarmﬁfhurchg%ownstairs in Fellowship Hall): 7:00 PM.
e

#6) 12/28 — FCC Worship: 10:27 AM. ALSO: Coffee Hour/F
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‘!ﬁllowshlfb' after Worship.

AL§G:\Coﬁee Hour/Fellowship after Worship.

#7) 12/29 — Articles are due for the January issue of “Vestry Voices” (for assembly/mail-out on December 30).

(t1) Wednesday Bible Study: 11:00 AM (but not on 12/3, IZIZE, or 12/3 1) (in FCC Parlor).
(**) Thursday Prayer in Parlor: 3:00 PM (but not on 12/25 or;:lilll20\2§).




